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This year, the question asked examinees to both give their opinion about the issue in the question, and
to explain what they thought could be done about it. While there was not a lot of variation in the
answers in terms of the ideas presented, nearly all the examinees answered the question fully.
Unfortunately a small amount failed to give both responses.

Good responses addressed the problem, explained how the examinee felt about it, and outlined possible
solutions with a short concluding statement to summarize.



Common problems included not being able to rephrase the problem correctly. Many of the examinees
started their answers with something like:

“I think the supermarket in our area will close down on August 1st 2018 due to poor sales 1s bad’

A better way to begin would have been something like:

“[ think the closing of the supermarket in our area is bad’ or

“I don’t want the supermarket in our area to closé’

Grammatical errors that changed the logic of the answers were common:

o “the supermarket does not sell what people want because 1t will close down”
« “people in small towns will become more difficult to live”

o “It 1s because I have two reasons...”

o Use of “This 1s why...” rather than “7This 1s because...”

o “I'think that I don’t want to close down the supermarket’

There were also a number of cases of “had better’ being used inappropriately. “Had better...” 1s used to
give strong advice, usually with the idea that some negative outcome will result if the advice is not
followed. A number of softer alternatives are available, such as “why don’t you...“, “should...”, and so on,
and in most cases these are more appropriate.

Many examinees had problems with the correct use of prefixes, writing “unconvenient’ instead on
“inconvenient’, or “unuseful’ instead of “not useful’.

Another common problem involved mistaking the order of verbs and nouns, for example referring to “not
drive cars people’ rather than “people who can’t drive’

Inconsistent use of personal pronouns was common, for example:
“I think that if the supermarket in your area closes down it will be hard for me’

Use of determiners was also a problem; for example confusion with the use of some/something was
common. There were many sentences like “ want to buy something food’ rather than “I want to buy
something’ or “I want to buy some food’.
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#2] Not only does this desire lead to self-identity “unobtainable image” problems;
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